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RELIGION AND MYTHOLOGY OF THE
UITOTO*
THE Uitoto are a tribe or nation of Indians settled on one of
the northern tributaries of the Amazon. Their number is
estimated at about 25,000. The author of the present work,
Dr. K. Th. Preuss, Director of the Berlin Ethnological
Museum, and well known as a writer on the religion of the
American Indians, spent some four months in 1914 among
an outlying branch of the tribe in Columbia, and has here
given us the first-fruits of his labours among them. Un-
fortunately he did not penetrate to the main body of the
nation, which appears to dwell a good deal farther south
on the Caraparana River, a tributary of the Amazon. The
Uitoto studied by Dr. Preuss numbered no more than 131
individuals all told, distributed in two villages on the Nina
Maria, a tributary of the Orteguasa, which is itself a tributary
of the Amazon. It was not, therefore, to be expected that
the author could collect much information concerning the
social life and tribal organization of these Indians, and his
account of these subjects is very meagre. We learn that the
inhabitants of the two small villages included representatives
of no fewer than thirty-one tribes or clans (Stamme); that
the names of these tribes or clans are mostly derived from
animals or plants, more rarely from other natural objects;
and that the law of exogamy is strictly observed, no man
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